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The mission statement of ABATE 
of Ohio is to promote and de-
fend motorcyclist’s freedom, 
safety and awareness through 
education and legislation to 
make Ohio the best place to 
ride. 

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the individual contributors alone and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the ABATE of OHIO board and it’s members. 

MAILING ADDRESS 

P.O. BOX 313 
Weston, OH 43569 

ABATE of OHIO 

HOTLINE 

1-800-25-BIKER 

Call the HOTLINE anytime 
for any info or to contact any officer 

ABATE of OHIO encourages all members to submit letters, arti-
cles or cartoons they feel may be of interest to fellow members. 
ABATE of OHIO supports the rights of ALL motorcyclists, 
ABATE of  OHIO does not endorse any products or services 
other than its own. 

All articles and photo’s within 
the contents of this newsletter 
and our website are the prop-
erty of … 
 

ABATE of OHIO  
 

You may not use them with-
out the express written con-
sent of the newsletter editor, 
webmaster or the association 
board. 
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 “Paralyze resistance with persistence” 
 

“I've had smarter people around me all my life, but I haven't run into one yet 
that can outwork me. And if they can't outwork you, then smarts aren't going to do 
them much good. That's just the way it is. And if you believe that and live by it, 
you'd be surprised at how much fun you can have.” 
 
 Two great quotes from Woody Hayes. 
 
 I just got back from the MRF’s Meeting of the Minds.  And as I hoped it was the 
recharge I needed.  The theme was once again everyone working together.  My 
hat is off to the organizers.  It was one of the best events I’ve been to in years.  With 
it being the 40th anniversary, a lot of time was spent remembering.  There was also a 
great big look forward especially in the Saturday afternoon session where a group 
of leaders discussed the issues that keep us up at night.  That was an eye opening 
look at where we are at and where the future could go if we don’t fight to preserve 
our freedoms now.  ABATE of Ohio even received an award for legislative work and 
Sherry Hill got one for work as our MRF Rep. 
 
 As most of you know, I went to The Ohio State University (Yes Jim Rhodes I said 
The) and for inspiration you need to look no further than Coach Hayes.  I have 
found over the years working in motorcycle rights that we win by many of the same 
methods.  WE STAND AS A TEAM, WE DO SOMETHING WE ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT 
(not paid for) AND WE ARE WILLING TO WORK HARDER THAN THOSE WHO STAND 
AGAINST US. 
 
 We take on lobbies that are well funded and have huge PAC funds.  We dig 
in together and work at a grass roots level and fight to protect our rights as well as 
the rights of all motorcyclists in Ohio and nationally (even the ones that don’t be-
long to ABATE.) 
  
 Where others would only complain about something being un-
fair, we sit down and figure out a way to make a change or prevent 
changes if need be.  And we do it in a way that is fair to all motorcy-
clists, no matter what they ride or how they ride. 
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 I would say when it comes to motorcycle rights and safety no one is prepared 
to work harder than we are.  With those that I’ve met while involved in ABATE I can 
also say that there is no one more knowledgeable and passionate about motorcy-
cling than those fighting for the cause. 
 
 Our opponents know exactly what we will do when challenged.  But we do it 
anyways and we win. 
 
 Then on the weekends we take time to help the communities we live in or just 
enjoy a ride in the great fall air.  
 
 We will keep motorcycling moving forward here in the great state of Ohio, 
even when it only seems like 3 yards in a cloud of dust.  It’s college football season 
and we are lucky to live in Big 10 country.  GO Bucks. 
  
Ed Schetter 
Executive Director 
ABATE of Ohio, Inc. 
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Region 14 help it’s 40th Annual 
Toy Run on September 21st.  Over 
400 signed in and road through-
out 4 counties to raise money for 
Toys for Tots and children’s 
Christmas charities in Northwest 
Ohio.   
The run left with a police escort 
at noon and the group headed 
out for a sunny afternoon ride.  
After 4 stops the ride ended at 
the Findlay Eagles for food and 
great music by the Buzz Ander-
son Project. 
Over $30,000 was raised for the 
kids and everyone had a great 
time. 
Mark the 3rd Saturday in Septem-
ber and we will see you next 
year. 
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Hello from the Safety & Ed Director Desk, 
 

We are heading towards the holidays when I am writing this and there is hopefully 
a lot of riding weather left.  With Fall comes lots of leaves and you know how bike 
tires love slippery leaves.  So take caution this Fall, slow down just a bit and like rid-
ing in the rain, give smooth inputs.  I love riding when there is a bite in the air, 
makes you feel alive.  Take time to look at your surroundings and enjoy that time.  
It won’ t last long and we will be shoveling the “four letter word”.  LOL 
 
Here are a few pointers: 
Leaves are pretty but can also be pretty dangerous. You may be following a “leaf 
peeper”, who is entranced with the colors and not so focused on the driving con-
ditions.  In addition, as the leaves continue to fall, the fallen leaves create a par-
ticular hazard for motorcycles. As they gather in the roads, even along the curbs, 
the leaves turn into a slicker surface than the road. Be very careful and try to 
avoid driving through piles of leaves, as you may lose your traction. Be aware of 
passing too closely to the curb if leaves are beginning to accumulate there. Final-
ly, when your bike is cool, before you leave to go out for a ride, check your muffler 
to be sure that no leaves have collected inside the muffler. 
 
Fall can bring Frost: We don’t like to think about the approach of winter, but it is on 
its way. There can be huge temperature swings in November, and frost is always a 
possibility. Frost, which is essentially ice, is treacherous for motorcycle riders. The 
best idea is to limit your driving in icy conditions, but sometimes you do end up 
getting stuck on the road. Beware of places where frost shows up first, on elevated 
roadways, at railroad crossings and in any roadways that have overhanging trees, 
as the shade doesn’t allow ice to melt beneath it. 
 
Deer!  We will be heading into Rut and hunting season.  So watch out for Bambi’s 
everywhere. 
 

Take care,  
Sherry Hill, Safety & Ed Director 
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I hope everyone is registered to vote and get out to do their civil duty.  Besides be-
ing a duty to your democracy, this year your vote might just save your lifestyle.   Au-
tonomous vehicles, making the information collected in your vehicles black box, 
that you paid for, your property and not the governments, emission regulations, pre-
serving safe fuel for your motorcycles, and so much more are all issues that may be 
up for grabs depending on your vote.  So, get out and vote on November 5th. 
 
The 40th annual Meeting of the Minds was fantastic this year.  Due to the weather I 
had to skip out a little early this year.  But while I was there, I received a lot of infor-
mation.  I am sure you will hear a lot more about this event elsewhere in this publica-
tion so I will leave it up to others to describe all that happened. 
 
I got to admit that I did see a first for me.  Leaving the hotel site, we stopped across 
the street to gas up the bikes.  We got to observer a grand theft auto occur right in 
front of us at the gas station.  Luckily the rest of the trip home was uneventful though 
interesting trying to find a route that kept us out of the remnants of Hurricane Hele-
ne. 
 
We continue to look for co-signers for HB 653, our bill to increase penalties for killing 
and/or seriously injuring motorcyclists during right of way violations.  This bill is not yet 
assigned to a committee, and will most likely have to be reintroduced next year,  
But having the language already introduced will make it easier to do. 
 
Our anti-profiling proposal has not reached bill status yet, but we will continue to 
push for it to become a bill.  Other issues that we are looking toward fighting for in 
the coming year are lane splitting/sharing, elimination of handlebar height limits, 
and anything else that limits our freedom to ride as we choose to do.   
 
If you have issues that you would like to see your ABATE of Ohio Inc. organization  
 
Work on, drop me an email so I can look into it. 
 
Until then Peace be your journey! 
 

Lion Man 
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A friendly entrance into the biker community 

Join the cause & become a member today ! 

…What are the membership rewards ?  

YEAR Individual 

 
ABATE of OHIO 

State Membership  
ANNUAL DUES INFORMATION 

 

 

ABATE of OHIO 
Membership Dues & Renewal Fees 

Membership Type Donation 
Dura-
tion 

Individual Membership $20 
12 

Months 

Couples Membership $40 
12 

Months 

   

   

   

   

   

http://www.abate.com/ 
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Ask Our Lawyer 
by Rod Taylor - ABATE Legal Services 

 
 
REMEMBER - ALWAYS MAKE YOUR CLAIM FOR DAMAGES TO YOUR MO-
TORCYCLE/VEHICLE TO YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY AND THE OTHER 
GUY’S.  WHY?  READ ON. 
 

Here is what many insurance companies are up to.  Whenever it's the other driver's 
fault and the at fault driver has insurance, your insurance company may encourage 
you to make the claim under the at fault driver's policy and not your policy.   

 
Submit claims to both as your own insurance company may deal with you better than the adverse and you can 
take the best deal. Your company has a right of subrogation (get their money back) from the adverse company 
and also get your deductible, so their attitude should be better. If the adverse pays, they will have you sign a re-
lease. It should be for property damage only - not personal injury. Even if you did not seem to be injured at the 
time of the crash, that may change in the future. If you have doubts as to what you are releasing, send me a copy 
and I will advise. 

 
I know what you are thinking… if I submit a claim to my insurance company, they will hold it against me and 
charge me more next time I renew. Not so fast.  To hold it against you the claim has to be a chargeable offense 
against you. In other words, if you are not at fault your insurance company should not hold the crash against 
you and try to charge you more for insurance in the future. However, unless insurance companies are legally 
prohibited, insurance companies generally reserve the right to rerate your premium based on your risk profile, 
which can sometimes change even after non-chargeable accidents. In this case, the best practice is to send an 
email to your agent confirming the crash is not a chargeable event against your record, so if you do see a rate 
increase you can hit back and use their own words against them.  
 
The advantage of doing the above is that your own insurance company has an obligation to treat you fairly. The 
other side does not. It is you against them. All insurance companies want to do is close the file as cheaply as 
possible. When you submit the claim to both, you can take the best deal. 

 
WHY DO BIKERS ACCEPT LOWER OR NO UM/UIM COVERAGE, BUT GET $250K LIABILITY COV-
ERAGE FOR THE GUY IN THE MACK TRUCK? 
 
Let me start by saying that I have never - repeat never - handled a person injury claim against a motorcyclist by a guy 
in a Mack truck or semi, or in any car or truck for that matter. Many states have a law that requires insureds to get the 
same amount of liability coverage on the other guy as they allow for UM/UIM (coverage for when the other guy has 
no insurance or low insurance limits.)  (i.e. You cannot get $250,000/$500,000 UIM limits if your liability coverage is 
only $100,000/$300,000.) This is a biker rip off, but it is the law.  The personal injury liability coverage on your mo-
torcycle for the guy in the Mack truck is useless as it has never been needed in my experience, but because of the 
above-mentioned law on UIM, you should still buy the highest liability limits you can afford. 
 
If you have an insurance agent that recommends that you waive your UM/UIM coverage -FIRE HIM. He is not on 
your side. As I have repeated over and over and over, the cost of UM/UIM is almost nothing. If you can't afford UM/
UIM in the same amount as your liability limits, stay off your motorcycle until you can.  We have had so many cases 
where the client just wanted to go around the block on that warm winter day. In two cases I recall, where people 
waived or agreed to lower UIM limits, riders lost legs and there was no adverse insurance, and in another case it in-
volved death and other life altering injuries, again no adverse insurance coverage.   
 
Riding in Florida after dark is suicide. That is the land where many drivers can’t see, hear or even know where they 
are going. And Florida has one of the lowest insurance limit requirements in the country. I have written about the 
numbers of drivers with no or low limits. Those low limits are just enough to piss you off and will not even begin to 
cover the helicopter ride, medical bills, pain and suffering, lost wages, temporary and permanent impairment, loss of 
enjoyment of life and future issues as you age. We don’t bounce as well at 60 as we did at 30. You get the point.   
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Embarrassingly I have had clients who seem to be very intelligent call me about a bad crash/injury involving them. 
When we learn the adverse driver has no insurance or the state minimum (which for an injured motorcyclist is basical-
ly the same as no insurance), my next question is “how much UM/UIM do you have” (which is insurance for when the 
bad guy has no insurance or minimum limits.)  When the client says “my agent said to waive the UIM” my heart sinks 
as I have to advise - you are shit out of luck. And I am being crude to make a point.  NEVER AGREE TO WAIVE 
OR LOWER THE COVERAGE AMOUNT FOR YOUR UIM.  
 
 
ABATE MEMBER SAYS THE WARRANTY HE RECEIVED WITH A NEW REPLACEMENT 
S&S MOTOR IS ALMOST WORTHLESS AS IT DOES NOT COVER LABOR - ONLY PARTS.  
REMEDY? 
 
Hugh, the warranty that comes with the S&S engine is a contract and provides all the rights and obligations of the par-
ties to the purchase. I understand that the engine failed within the warranty time period, and you submitted a claim to 
the manufacturer for parts and labor. Sadly, your warranty only covers parts and not labor. I agree that the warranty 
exclusion seems to be unfair and especially coming from such a good company, but that is what you agreed to. Am 
sure their legal counsel wanted to eliminate the wide-open expense of labor by unknowns and therefore excluded it. 
Unless there is some fraud, violation of law or other egregious act of the manufacturer, you are out of luck.   
 
I know of this company and know of buyers that have been successful in appealing to their better angels by requesting 
treatment above the warranty agreement. I suggest you call their PR department and make your claim as your engine 
should not have failed as it did.  They may reconsider and agree with your case or at least pay some of the labor. Am 
sure their lawyer wanted to eliminate the open expense of labor by unknowns and therefore excluded it. That doesn’t 
mean they won’t work with you. Assemble your labor expense evidence with a statement as to the reason the engine 
failed early and the credentials of the mechanic that fixed their problem. Good luck and let me know how they re-
spond. Would like to tout them as S&S makes great engines. 
 
IN HONOR OF OUR VETS - DID YOU KNOW? - THE SERVICEMEMBERS CIVIL RELIEF ACT (SCRA) 
 
The Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA), formerly the Soldiers’ and Sailors Civil Relief Act (SSCRA), was 
passed by Congress in 1940.  The Act’s purpose is to provide protection to those called to military service in the 
armed forces against legal issues while in service of their country. The SSCRA was updated after the Gulf War in 
1991 but has remained largely unchanged as of 2003. In December 2003, President George W. Bush signed into law 
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA). The SCRA was written to clarify the SCRA and to update the SSCRA 
to reflect new developments in American life since 1940. This law is a complete revision and provides a number of 
legal protections to servicemembers. It also provides protection to Reservists and members of the National Guard as 
well.  The most common are Mortgage Relief, Protection from Eviction, a 6% Interest Rate Cap, and Relief from De-
fault Judgments. 
 
The SCRA actually provides more protections than these, and the Supreme Court has ruled the SCRA must be read 
with "an eye friendly to those who dropped their affairs to answer their country's call.”  More information found under 
the dropdown “Benefits” at https://militarypay.defense.gov/ 
 
Ride Safe.  
Rod Taylor  
 
ABATE Legal Services  
 
www.abatelegal.com  
  
All questions from ABATE members are answered confidentially unless otherwise authorized and then only after the 
matter is concluded, except when authorization for publication anonymously or otherwise is given for pending mat-
ters.  Call us at 1-(800)-25-RIDER. Questions? Submit them to: RodTaylor@abatelegal.com. © 2024. 
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IIHS Studies Distracted Driving 
 
The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) released details of a recent study on 
driver behavior when using vehicles with levels of automation. The study, done in 
partnership with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology AgeLab, should raise the 
eyebrows of those charged with establishing rules for this new technology (study 
linked below). 
This initial statement from the IIHS encapsulates what many have witnessed on the 
road, “Drivers are more likely to multitask when using partial automation, and some 
manage to do so even while playing by the rules of the system's attention require-
ments.” The study points to how some drivers have “mastered” the ability to prevent 
warnings of inactivity and thus negate the intended safeguards. 
The analysis included different vehicle types and driver groups, yet in every case, 
drivers engaged in distracting activities more often when using the technology than 
while driving without it. These results clearly indicate that drivers have a false sense 
of security when using automated driving features. 
Drivers are responsible for their actions when behind the wheel. However, the Mo-
torcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) remains troubled by marketing campaigns and 
narratives that intentionally or unintentionally create an overconfidence in this tech-
nology. The MRF has and will continue to raise these concerns with lawmakers and 
policymakers in Congress and at the U.S. Department of Transportation. Distracted 
driving costs lives! If this new technology encourages increased distracted driving, 
that is unacceptable. The MRF agrees with IIHS Senior Research Scientist Alexandra 
Mueller, “Better safeguards are needed to ensure that the behavior change actual-
ly translates to more attentive driving." 
 
 
Recently, at both the state and federal levels, lawmakers have been fighting 
against the effort to kill the internal combustion engine (ICE). This past Friday, the 
U.S. House of Representatives passed H.J. Res 136. The vote was 215 in favor and 191 
opposed. The resolution blocks an Environmental Protection Agency rule to more 
strictly regulate passenger vehicle tailpipe emissions and accelerate the transition 
to electric vehicles. 
Whether it be a call to action, discussing it at Bikers Inside the Beltway, or our D.C. 
team lobbying on this issue, the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) has pushed 
lawmakers for action on this and other legislation that would save ICE. 
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Congress can block rules and regulations from an agency such as NHTSA by passing 
a joint resolution of disapproval in both chambers, subject to a presidential veto. 
Once a rule is disapproved under this process, the agency cannot issue a similar 
regulation unless Congress passes a separate law allowing it. While the current U.S. 
Senate will likely not act on H.J. Res 136, one chamber of Congress continues to 
fight to save our ability to buy the engines we want. 
 
Outside of D.C., the Ohio State Senate recently passed S.R. 155, their effort to go on 
the record and save the internal combustion engine. The resolution states: “To ex-
press support for consumer choice in the automotive marketplace and against gov-
ernment-preferred vehicle technology mandates that will harm Ohio's consumers 
by prematurely requiring the transition of the automotive fleet from internal combus-
tion powered vehicles to all-electric vehicles.” 
 
The Ohio Senate sent copies of the resolution to "the President of the United States, 
the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Energy, the Secretary of the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the Speaker and Clerk of the United States House of 
Representatives, the President Pro Tempore and Secretary of the United States Sen-
ate, the members of the Ohio Congressional Delegation, and the news media of 
Ohio.” 
 
Actions like these in D.C., Ohio and other states demonstrate that lawmakers across 
the country are waking up on this topic. Luckily, the MRF never falls asleep on issues 
like this.  
 

 At MOTM, the states discussed what the MRF will be focusing on the next year. This 
is always a very important discussion.  One topic is still the Right To Repair. We all 
need to be talking with our Independent shops and 
getting them on board to join the Independent Motor-
cycle Aftermarket group and MRF. We need these 
shops, and they need us, together we are stronger!  
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1)… To initiate , endorse and sponsor ed-
ucational programs such as rider safety, 
public awareness, legislative and affirma-
tive action and, individual freedoms and 
rights. 
2)… To create and promote a positive 
public image of motorcyclists and motor-
cycle groups and to dispel and disprove 
media hype, unfounded propaganda 
and the “Hollywood” image. 
3)… To encourage goodwill and mutual 
understanding among motorcyclists, law 
enforcement personnel and the general 
public. 
4)… To serve as an information source on 
matters pertaining to current laws, pend-
ing legislation, personal rights, political in-
clinations of elected officials and their 
constituents, and voter awareness. 
5)… To act as a central responsive agen-
cy to devise and coordinate recreation-
al, legislative, educational, and charita-
ble activities 

MEMBERS PLEASE SUBMIT 
Articles..Pictures..District Information 

Pictures.. Run / Party / Shows 
This is YOUR publication. 
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NEW MEMBERSHIP Individual Couple 

RENEWAL Change of Address Member #_____________________ 

Annual Membership Fee 

1 YEAR LIFE 

ABATE of OHIO 
P.O. BOX 313……..Weston, OH 43569 

Name:____________________________________________ County:_____________________________ 

Phone:__________________________________Email:_____________________________________________ 

Add: (Name for Couple membership)_______________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________Phone:____________________________ 

City:____________________________________State:____________________Zip:______________________ 

Registered OHIO Voter?        YES         NO ENDORSED MOTORCYCLIST       YES         NO 

Is This A New Membership?        YES        NO 

Date of Birth ___/_____/______ 

SINGLE $20.00          COUPLE $40.00   &   FREE RAFFLE BIKE TICKET 

CHECK or MONEY ORDER (NO CASH) 
Payable to:   ABATE of OHIO 

 
MAIL TO 

ABATE of OHIO State Office 
P.O. BOX 313 

Weston, OH 43569 

Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course?         YES         NO 
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