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Ruby Worchuck
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il All articles and photo’s within Weston, OH 43569

Il the contents of this newsletter L
il and our website are the prop-
erty of ...

ABATE of OHIO

Y
You may not use them with- IS HOTLINE
il out the express written con- |,

sent of the newsletter editor,
webmaster or the association Call the HOTLINE anytime

board. 'S for any info or to contact any officer w
y

1-800-25-BIKER

o
?'

ABATE of OHIO encourages all members to submit letters, arti-
cles or cartoons they feel may be of interest to fellow members.
ABATE of OHIO supports the rights of ALL motorcyclists,
ABATE of OHIO does not endorse any products or services
other than its own.
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The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of
the individual contributors alone and do not necessarily reflect the
| views of the ABATE of OHIO board and it's members.




EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Fd Sachhettenr

| have a question for all members of ABATE of Ohio:

Is 2025 the year?

Is 2025 the year we:

Get a RIGHT FOF WAY bill passed
Get a PROFILING bill passed

Properly define a motorcycle in Ohio
Increase our membership numbers to where they deserve to be
Fill in your own goal for ABATE of Ohio here

With the talent and the commitment we have here within our great organiza-
tion, any and all of these are possible. But, it's going a lot of work and in many cas-
es it won't be easy. I'm asking for everyone’s help to make our goals happen. No
one person can do it alone, a small committed group can give it a good fight, but
if we all band together we can achieve.

We a fresh year, a new Chairman of the Board, a new Newsletter Director
and a new legislature here in Ohio. Now is the time to recommit and achieve.

For those that came to Seminar, Thank you.

| don’t have a lot to report on this month. 2024 was a busy year and we got a
lot done with the 135t Legislature.

So | ask you again: Is 2025 The Yeare
Enjoying the Ride,

Ed Schetter
Executive Director ABATE of Ohio Inc.

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication
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Fellow A.B.A.T.E. Region Zero Brother and Sisters,

| hope all had a wonderful holiday season and are looking forward to a very happy New
Year. May it be filled with good rides and many new adventures.

As your newly elected Region Director for 2025, | am looking forward to the adventure and
excitement of the position and to be working with the other officers of our surrounding
Regions and our own Officers and members, of course. | will undoubtedly need help and
advice from our veteran officers and members from Region Zero. Your knowledge and
wisdom will be invaluable to me. | hope, with great assistance from you all, that we can
move the Region further ahead in our mission of safety, education and to protect our
freedom to pursue our hobby, lifestyle, and rights of the ‘Buckeye’ biker. That mission can
only be accomplished if we as members become more informed, more active, and more
aware of the issues and concerns of our community by attending our monthly meetings
and providing input and suggestions to the officers. |, for one, will gladly take all the help |
can get.

In closing, | want to thank the members for their support for allowing me to lead the Region
forward into the new year. We already have several events coming up including the winter
Meltdown party and dance in February along with Motorcycle Memorial Foundation service
in May. Please visit the Region Zero website often to be updated as to upcoming events.
Our region currently has an ongoing committee that helps facilitate any member or family’s
request to be included on the memorial wall in Hopedale, Ohio. | look forward to working
with that committee and to be a Region that is known as a strong advocate within the
region and State for our Brothers and Sisters as we work toward the common good of riders
everywhere. Please feel free to contact me anytime. Voicemail or by text, | will respond as
soon as | can and | look forward to the adventure of leading the Region Zero gang into 2025.

LET'S RIDE TOGETHER....
T.A. Brown

Director Region Zero 2025.

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication



Happy New Year!

Out with the old and in with the
new as some say. With the new year
comes new opportunities for growth and
success. Seven years ago Mary K passed
the Regional Director’s torch to me and
with the hard work and dedication of our
Officers and members that torch is burn-
ing hotter and brighter than ever! During
the seven years as Director | have had
the extreme pleasure of getting to know
our members, building relationships with
the community at large, and represent-
ing Region Zero. Friendships have come
full circle for me in many ways as | attend
their funerals, memorials, visit gravesites,
and watch as their names are placed on
bricks and pavers at the Motorcyclists
Memorial in Hopedale, Ohio so they are
always remembered.

Region Zero has worked diligently
over the years so that the Director posi-
tion doesn’t have to be a lifelong com-
mitment or a drag. | am pleased to take
the same Regional Director’s torch that
Mary K passed to me seven years ago
and pass it onto T.A. Brown. Meanwhile,
I'll take over as Deputy Director and sup-
port T.A. in his endeavors within Region
Zero and ABATE of Ohio Inc. | am confi-
dentin T.A’s ability to lead us so that we
can contfinue to watch Region Zero flour-
ish within the State and in the Motorcycle
Rights scene.

| hope all have had a wonderful
holiday and a very Happy New Year. Un-
til next tfime, enjoy yourselves and be
merry. Thank you alll

Randy Kibler
Deputy Director
Region Zero

Ride the open road with
confidence, we've got
you covered every miile.

LEARN MORE

VA eavittGroup | Midwest

PERSOMNAL INSURANCE COMMERCIAL COVERAGE EMPLOYER BENEFRITS

c)

alentines Day
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Well, good morning, af least it is for me so that’'s what I'm starting with today. It's
4:03 am and | can’t sleep. Once my brain wakes up, it just runs amuck and that's it
for the day. Anyways.....

Never in a million did | think that I'd be writing something for the OutSpokin’. I'm just
a girl from Western New York (GO BILLS) who saw the Beatles in personin 1964, a
teenager who got on a bus and went to Canada. | even remember what | was
wearing that day. Boy, | wish | had kept the ticket to that concert. Anyways, start-
ed riding in 1971 and bought a Honda 350. Started a family, moved to Ohio and
now we ride and make quilts (Norm too). I've moved up to a '16 Softail, love the
bike. Joined ABATE in March of '19 and thought it would be fun to get involved, so
this is me, getting involved. Currently, | try to keep the membership up from Region
Lere:

So just like all of you who hold a fitle, and even if you don’t, everyone has to start
somewhere, so get involved. I'm preftty stoked to hold this fitle. If there's any idea
that you have that you'd like to see implemented, fire away. We'd love to hear
from you, articles, pics, whatever you've got from your regions, whatever ideas you
have. This is going to be fun and thank you, thank you very much. You read that in
your Elvis voice, didn't you?

Donna Sam

Call or text 330.540.6210
donnasam@zoominternet.net



JEFFREY A. LEIKIN, ESQ., LLC

25201 Chagrin Blvd., Suite 270 = Beachwood, Ohio 44122

The litigation firm of Jeffrey A. Leikin,
Esq., LLC handles matters involving personal
injury, including medical and nursing home
mistakes, construction, automobile,
motorcycle and trucking accident cases.
Client service is a top priority. This will be
what sets your experience with us apart
from other law firms.

LET 38 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU

CALL (216) 816-3204 *OHIO SUPER LAWYERS
OR VISIT 2006, 2010-2023
5 -
A Licensed to practice in the States of
: ' Ohio and Pennsylvania, and before
WWW.LEIKINLEGAL.COM the United States Supreme Court.

& SAFETY

Hello from the Safety & Ed Director Desk,

This month is going to be short because we've got so much going on the end of
January and beginning of February, that will have to wait till the March issue.

Our first actual meeting for the Motorcycle Safety Working Group was January 30t
at the ODPS in Columbus. | will report what happened in March.

Then we had our annual Seminar at Embassy Suites in Dublin. | love this hotel and |
just know everyone had a great time and hopefully learned a lot. Again | will re-
port what happened in March.

If you have elbow room in your garage now is the best time to slowly go over your
bike. Front to back and make sure she is ready when this snow goes away.

Lastly Motorcycle Ohio’s 2025 training season is on the horizon. January 23, 2025
at 8am! Cost for the BRS (Basic) is $75 and you can register online!
www.motorcycle.ohio.gov

Sherry Hill, Safety & Ed Director

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication
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MOTORCYCLISTS'
LOBBY DAY **

Flexible & Mo ving Forward!

May 19620, 2025

Since 1987, the MRF has been the only national
motorcyclists' rights organization dedicated to
on-street riders with full-time representation in
Washington, DC! — Ride with the Leaders!

Pre-event briefing: May 19, 2025 « Event: May 20, 2025
Pro-register (FREE) at www.mriorg (cut-off May 34)

MAKE YOUR CONGRESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS NOW!

Embassy Sutes, 1900 Diagonal Road, Alexandria. Virginia, 703-684-5000, S266 per
night, incl. breakfast (cut-off Aprit 22). Room block I imited 50 reserve yours today!
For room reservations call (800) 362-2779 and redorence group code, “MRF”

Sponsored by the Motorcycle Riders Foundation | www.mrl.org | 202-546-0983

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication
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GATES OPEN 12:00 NOON FRIDAY/ 9:00 AM SATURDAY

PRIMITIVECAMPING o\ ppoLt CO.VETERAN'S PARK/ 2038 BRENNERRD.  LIVE BANDS ALL WEEKEND
R CAMPING VETERANS VIGIL FRIDAY NIGHT
, CARROLLTON, OHIO 44615 S
$30.00 WEEKEND PASS PUBLIC WELCOME !!! BIKE RODEQ/ BIKE SHOW /
INCLUDES CAMPING JRIVSA AT
18 AND OVER ID REQUIRED
S FOOD/ VENDORS

SAVE THE DATE

EMAIL: frecdomrally CONTACTS: TIM 330-243- 4273/ KELLY 330-327-3513

ABATE of Ohso lne 1s a “Not for Profit” Organmation www.abate.comm

Find us on
Facebook All Donations are NOT TAX Deductible

ABATE of Oliso Ine Events are subject to a 30% Adaurustration Fee

SR R S L

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication



ABATE OF OHIO, INC. PRESENTS .

—

SAFETY & AWARENESS EDUCATION

JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 2, 2025

EMBASSY SUITES COLUMBUS DUBLIN
RESERVATIONS 614-790-9000
5100 Upper Metro Place  Dublin, OH 43017
Room Rate $132/Night  Reservation Cut Off Date 1710725

ROOMS WITH 2 DOUBLE BEDS SLEEP UP TO SIX PEOPLE INCLUDES COMPLIMENTARY BREAKFAST

™ ‘.’ v — *

AND FREE MANAGER'S HAPPY HOUR

¥EALL OHIO 50/50 TICKET DRAWN

Activities include Left-Right-Center on Friday night, Silent Auction on Saturday,
Awards Banquet on Saturday night and serious tomfoolery in the hospitality room.

SEMINAR PRE-REGISTRATION CUT OFF DATE JANUARY 24, 2025
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM o : p

(ONLY THOSE PRE-REGISTERED WILL RECEIVE A FREE LUNCH)

PHONE #
. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ABATE OF OHIO PO BOX 313 WESTON, OH 43569 .

REGISTER ONLINE AT ABATE.COM CALL 614-319-3644 FOR CREDIT CARD PMTS

ABATE of Ohio, Inc. is a 501(c)4 Not For Profit Organization. Donations are not tax deductible.

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication



Join us In
Shreveport!
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The Riders Fund assists disabled individuals who desire to ride a motorcy-
cle. Whether you were a former rider that dreams of riding again, or
someone who thought it would never be possible to ride, you can and
we can help! The Fund’s sole purpose is to assist disabled riders with pur-
chasing adaptive motorcycles to allow them to enjoy the freedom of the
open road. The riding community is one of the strongest groups in Ameri-
ca when it comes to supporting their own, so please show your support
by helping to give others the opportunity to ride.

The MobilityWorks Foundation
1500 Canton Road, Suite 208
Akron OH 44312
Email: support@themobilityworksfoundation.org

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication
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(6]4) 944-5055 WWW.FLICKINGERLEGALGROUP.COM

YOUR PERSONAL
INJURY ATTORNEYS.

FAMILY-RUN, VETERAN OWNED.

|

m

E][J_»FLICKINGER
U

LEGAL GROUPF

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication



LEcsLame News <

As | write this article, 2024 is still visible in my rear view mirror. | can’t see much of 2025 ahead of me be-
cause of all the snow falling. But watching 2024 fade away, | want to thank everyone who has spent time
fighting for our motorcycle rights. Starting with those on the front lines with our officers, to those who have
attended meetings. But while this is so important, so are those who have supported the cause by obtain-
ing and renewing their membership. When we go to Columbus or Washington to discuss our issues with our
elected officials, the more members we can say we are representing helps the cause. So, keep renewing,
and talking to others you meet on the road and at events, and ask them to join ABATE of Ohio Inc. Re-
member you don't have to own a motorcycle to be a member. For $20 a year they can protect their
rights, and come on, that is money well spent if you want to ride what you wish, when you wish and where
you wish! That's around the cost of a tank of gas. And if ABATE wasn't here, you wouldn't need a tank of
gas, because you would be waiting for your motorcycle to recharge so you can continue down the road.

If you are tired of facing death every tfime you get on the road because of someone not paying atten-
tion and pulling out in front of you, ABATE of Ohio Inc. has a bill infroduced to increase penalties for drivers
whose inattentiveness causes death or seriousness injury. We have tried to educate drivers to pay more
atftention through several different forums. We have educated motorcyclists to watch out for “those peo-
ple”, because if you're dead or broken, it doesn’t matter who was at fault. So, we want to increase penal-
ties for “Those People” to hopefully make them take a few extra seconds to look twice!

Many people have been pulled over by police officers just to be checked out. Any excuse the police
make up will work, even if it was minor and/or you didn't really do it. We are always happy when we get
to pull away, but it shouldn't happen in the first place. In fact, itisillegall Following the lead of several oth-
er states, we are working on introducing a bill stating that this practice, called “profiling”, is not condoned
in Ohio, and we want o increase awareness training for police officers so they know that they cannot do
this.

If you live in the northern part of Ohio, you have most likely had an occasion to use the Ohio Turnpike. If
SO, you know they have increased tolls again. Motorcycles are counted the same as any four wheeled ve-
hicle and pay just as much even though our bikes weigh a quarter or more less then all other four wheeled
vehicles. We are trying to reduce tolls for motorcycles. The turnpike also offers an EZ-Pass system to allow
you to save up to 33% on your tolls. But they have no safe way to attach these fransponders to your bike.
We are trying to change that.

Other issues we are working on are, stopping the future ban on Internal Combustion Engines, continuing
your right to repair your own vehicle, repealing handlebar height limits, and alternatives to filing road
cracks with the stuff currently being used, that we call “tar snakes”, that make roads dangerous for motor-
cyclists.

Finally, are you aware that the fuel you put into your motorcycle and all engines smaller than that, has
10% alcoholin ite Thisis called E-10. Out now is E-15. If you put it in your smaller vehicles, such as motorcy-
cles and other equipment, you not only can damage your engines but using it may void your warranty.
We are fighting to make all Fuel pumps be clearly labeled as to what you are putting into your tank.

I say finally but there are other issues that we are considering having to deal with this year, as well as any
one of a multitude of motorcycle and/or individual rights that may come up at any time.

As you can see, your ABATE officers are very busy. As | stated
above, we need members. Also current members need to
come out to one of the local meetings and provide some
new input. Your freedoms to ride will cease to exist without i
your continued efforts.

Lion Mar - ET

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication
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> Ride With The Leaders

Hello MRF Members & Future Members!

Not too much going on right now due to the new administration getting sworn in January 20t. So
| thought | would go back a bit and give you the History of the MRF:

The first words of the street rider’s first voice in Washington were uttered in 1985 in St. Louis,
Missouri. There, the very founders of the motorcyclists’ rights movement in America gathered
for a meeting of the minds. Leaders of State Motorcyclists’ Rights Organizations (SMROs),
wanted to catapult to the national scene the clout and effectiveness of SMROs — the strong,
effective grassroots of state-based motorcyclists’ rights.

They knew it had to be done. Riders’ rights had to go national because the threat was nation-
al. Our founders at this meeting of the minds shared a keen sense that danger was not just on
the horizon but dead ahead, as freedom’s foes had just attacked with a ban on motorcycles
in the United States Congress.

They knew it had to be done right. The founders wanted a staff that was all muscle and no
fat, supported not by casual members but driven by a team of dedicated volunteers, with
each volunteer committed to shouldering his or her share of the demands of liberty. They en-
visioned a team committed to core values like respect for riders’ diverse lifestyles and opin-
ions, integrity in conduct, excellence and boldness in facing challenges head-on, and,
above all, leadership — leadership in the unrelenting struggle for the safety and freedom of
American motorcyclists.

So, at a meeting of the minds of grassroots leaders, a new leader was born: The Motorcycle
Riders Foundation. The first motorcyclists’ rights advocacy organization with a full-time legisla-
tive and political presence in our nation’s capital. The only Washington voice devoted exclu-
sively to you, the street rider. And each year, the leaders of the now-worldwide community
gather for motorcycling’s premier political leadership summit — named to commemorate the
gathering at which we were founded: The MRF Meeting of the Minds.

Throughout the USA and across the world, the torch of freedom burns in the hearts of motor-
cyclists. One by one, they recognize the need to become volunteers as co-partners in an or-
ganization committed to integrity, respect, leadership, teamwork, and excellence.

One by one, in every continent and culture, motorcyclists are deciding to Ride with the Lead-
ers™.,

Please take the time to follow my MRF page on Facebook, | post all the latest news from the MRF
as well as arficles | think are pertinent to what is going on in the

world today relating to all of us bikers. I'm also trying to post \DEA
more on X, Instagram, and YouTube as well. So, follow me on /)
those social media channels!

| urge you to join the MRF, just call me, email me, text me and
we will get you all set up. It is worth your time and money!! If

i\

you sign up online, please write my name in “referred by". - =
In closing, be safe & educated!!!

Sherry Hill, Ohio MRF Rep Yy, <
330-415-6272 N ZENESS 8 EINCY,

shill.ohiomrf@gmail.com

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication
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LAW GROUP INC
INJURY ATTORNEYS

OVER $1 BILLION RECOVERED

BY OUR ATTORNEYS IN THE US!

'1-800-411-PAIN

OUR MANAGING PARTNER
GREGORY GUDIN RIDES

s | MOTORCYLES JUST LIKE YOU!

CAR ACCIDENT e SLIP & FALL

WORKERS’ COMP e MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

127 Public Square, Ste 1540 Cleveland, OH 44114
216-373-0038




HARLEY-DAVIDSON® RIDER-TO-RIDER FINANCING

Buy or sell privately
with confidence.

Rider-to-Rider Financing
Private Party Financing

The Harley-Davidson Rider-to-Rider Financing Program™* is available at
participating Harley-Davidson® dealers to qualified individuals who are
buying a used motorcycle from a private party. Harley-Davidson® dealers
are independently owned and operated and may choose not to partici-
pate in the Rider-to-Rider Financing Program.

Financing Benefits for the Buyer

Have you decided to buy a used Harley-Davidson® motorcycle and
need to obtain financing to complete the salee Harley-Davidson Finan-
cial Services (HDFS) can help.

. Competitive financing rates and terms available

« All buyers considered

. Ability fo include additional Harley-Davidson® branded products and
services (Harley-Davidson® Extended Service Plan, Parts & Accessories,
Harley-Davidson® MotorClothes® Accessories) only available at your Har-
ley-Davidson® dealership to the amount financed

Opportunity to have the bike inspected and receive a maintenance
check prior to purchase.

Questionse Call 866-411-3770.

HARLEFIAOSIN

HARLEY-DAVIDSON.

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication


tel:8664113770

ember 28th, 2025

sunday, Sept

Allen County Fair Grounds
Harding Highway, Lima, Ohio

Doors Open at 10:00am
Bikes Leave at 12:00pm - Noon

$15.00 per Person or

$10.00 per Person
with New Toy

Music & Food While It Lasts!

For Information, call
(419)230-4969 or (419)648-6757
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A
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COME JOIN US IN BEAUTIFUL MISSISSIPPI
2025 NCOM CONVENTION
Kol

»
g
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Feel ﬁs.th’fbo/p_e'r.:rQ/ﬁé} '?f‘f'"s;hv‘n_o\d
HOTEL RESERVATIONS: (8 8)-946-2847
**MUST BOOK YOUR ROOM BY APRIL 77" TO LOCK IN THE ROOM RATE**
icad Pay Your Registration Online at onabike.com

PRE-REGISTRATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY May 2nd
OR PAY CASH AT THE CONVENTION
Name Phone

dress i

. ¥ ffagf fn
, Organization : ]

[J$120.00 con

vention Registration (Includes Silver Spoke Award Banquet)

ce: [Chicken

Beef Ovegetarian
€, a beef entree wil| be provided for your dinner.

Please check main course preferen
If you do not select a preferenc

[J$65.00 Registration ONLY (Silver Spoke Banquet not lncluded)
Make checks payable and mall to: Richard M. Lester, 5850 Can

0ga Avenue, Suite 200, Woodland Hills, CA 91387-6515




“ABATE of OHIO
Region 16

Ashland, Holmes, Lorain, Medina, Richland, Wayne

Okt off [Wivernaden Rum

ABATE Region 16 is hosting its annual Out of Hibernation Run on April 26th, 2025
Starting at: American Legion in Holmesville (9150 State Route 83). Registration will start at
11:00AM. First Bikes will be departing shortly after.

Registration Fee:
$15 per person
$25 per couple

For More information Contact:

—> Cowboy at 330-201-1330

—> Kevin Ketcham @ 330-520-1080

All vehicles are welcome.

ABATE of Ohio Inc.

(Ameican Bikers Aimed Towards Education) |-s°ae g ;Vﬂil '% E

is a non-profit organization dedicated to preserving the rights, improving
the image, and promoting safe operating procedures of Ohio Motorcycles.
You are invited to attend the monthly meeting for Region 16 which —
occurs on the second Sunday of every month at 12 noon at the Wooster ABATE of Ohio. Inc.
Muddy's. ABATE of Ohio, Inc. events are subject to a thirty percent administration fee.

ABATE of OHIO Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication
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Ask Our Lawyer
m by Rod Taylor - ABATE Legal Services
A BATE ROD'S SIDECAR RULES

‘ E ' Rule #1. Always remember - the dynamics of a sidecar are different from a
ib motorcycle.
O“ Rule #2. When you brake, you turn away from the sidecar.

Rule #3. With acceleration, the drag of the sidecar turns you into it.
Rule #4. Turn into the sidecar, and it tries to lift. Turn hard enough and it will flip over onto you. But
you can turn away from the sidecar as hard as you want and be Evel Knievel, but hold on. Em-
barrassing watching your sidehack traveling down the road without you.
Rule #5. Turning requires more steering force than a two-wheeler. So, when you have to swerve
in an emergency, a sidecar is a handful. Panic braking requires you to muscle the steering to stay
straight. Since you are not as skinny as a motorcycle, a sidecar's width limits escape options.
P.S. Some sidehack drivers have a 50# sack of lead in the nose of the sidecar. | know why.

AFTER A THOUSAND PATS ON THE BACK - DON'T LET THAT ONE A-- HOLE RUN YOU OUT OF ABATE -
THE FARABAUGH GOSPEL

Years ago, George Tinkham and | rode to Carlisle Pennsylvania to attend one of the first
Meeting of the Minds. | remember a speech at that meeting that has stuck with me all these
years. The founder of the MRF - Michael Farabaugh claimed that we all work hard as volunteers.
Our free time is given for the cause of motorcyclist rights. Our pay is the thanks we get from fellow
ABATE volunteers. We appreciate being appreciated.

For most, pats on the back are enough. But as Farabaugh pointed out occasionally there is
one A--HOLE who does not love you and is your worst crific. A common reaction is “hell with it, or |
do not need this.” The bad types have an agenda that is not ABATE's. They sneak among us pre-
tending they are with us, but they are not. Farabaugh’s point was do not let these types run you
out of ABATE. Ignore them for they know exactly what they do. Point out these types as disclosure
stops them.

CHASERS AND BITERS

Q. Everybody in my family loves motorcycles, including our dog. Sadly, she isn’t with us any-
more because the other day she was chasing a motorcycle. The bike hit her, and the rider was
tossed over the handlebars. Both the rider and the bike were pretty messed up. Now the rider is
suing me. What should | do?¢

A. Call your homeowners insurance agent asap. The number of riders injured by “chasers” has
increased dramatically. Most riders cannot appreciate the devastating effect of a “dog strike.”
According to the motorcycle safety professionals, there are usually one of two results. The first re-
sult is that you are traveling fast enough, and the dog is small enough that you ride over the top of
the dog. Hopefully, you can keep it shiny side up after contact. The other scenario is not so good
for you (both are bad for the dog). Let’s say you hit “Mongo the Ox-Dog.” Your front wheel will in-
stantly snap to full left or full right, and you and your bike will go head over wheels down the road.
This type of incident is responsible for many serious injuries.
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The ABATE Motorcycle Safety course teaches us to maintain a scan and watch for dogs.
Dogs usually attack in a straight line. Riders wary of dogs should anticipate that line, slow down
and then, when the dogs get near, gear down and speed away. This only works if we have picked
up the dog in our rider scan.

Dogs are many things to many people, but to all owners, dogs are also a legal responsibility.
Many localities have ordinances that require that pets be kept under control, and the common
law of most states have holdings like this one: “The keeper of an animal has a duty to provide for
the restraining and confinement of that animal, ... and may become liable for damages the ani-
mal causes when the keeper is otherwise negligent in the manner of its keeping and control. In
such cases, the person in control of the animal is bound to take note of the natural propensities of
the type and breed of the animal in question.” Vetor by Weesner v. Vetor, 634 N.E.2d 513 (Ind. Ct.
App. 1994).

If your dog is a known “chaser,” then you have a duty to protect motorcyclists from the
dangers of a “dog-strike.” That means that you are responsible for what your dog does, especially
if you are aware of the “natural propensities” of the dog, like chasing motorcycles.

Your responsibilities don’t end at the property line. One of the most prevalent claims arising
from dog ownership involves dog bites. Most claims involving dogs are covered by your home-
owner’s policy. Insurance companies report that dog-bite claims are rising. Because of that, some
insurance companies are canceling policies for homeowners whose dog has a biting history.
Some have canceled policies for owners of specific breeds of dogs. While few insurance compa-
nies admit that they blacklist certain dog breeds, some breeds may cause insurers to scrutinize
your insurability.

Responsible dog ownership of all breeds is the key to claim prevention. Factors such as
whether the dog is spayed or neutered, properly socialized, supervised, humanely trained, and
safely confined, play significantly greater roles than the breed of the dog alone.

| CANNOT STRESS THIS ENOUGH!

If you have been to the ABATE State Seminar in lllinois, Indiana, or Ohio, you have heard me dis-
cuss the need for carrying adequate Uninsured/Underinsured (otherwise known as UM/UIM) Cov-
erage. Unfortunately, this subject matter is once again in need of repeating.

This past month we received a phone call from a member who was run over on his motorcycle.
The first words he said to me were, “Rod, it's okay! | listened to you at the State Seminar and got
the maximum insurance coverage | could get!” The problem is, while he did get the maximum in-
surance coverage he could carry for the other guy, he obtained the minimum Uninsured/
Underinsured Coverage for himself, which is 25k. Now he is left with $25k in coverage for his losses.

What he should have done is sign up for as much uninsured/underinsured coverage he could get -
he did not. Instead, he opted to cover the other guy for 500k and leave himself with minimal cov-
erage in the event of an un/underinsured driver. In decades of representing bikers | have yet to
see a serious injury to the person in the F-150 pursuing a claim against a motorcyclist. It just doesn't
happen. (When have you ever heard of the driver of the Mack fruck suing a motorcyclist for per-
sonal injuries?) So the rule is to take care of yourself with decent limits of Uninsured/Underinsured
Coverage. Thatis the insurance motorcyclists need most as it protects us when someone injures
us, carrying the state minimum, or worse yet, no insurance whatsoever. Most states only allow the
motorcyclist to buy insurance for themselves that is equal to or less than your coverage for the
Mack fruck guy. Minimal limits are inadequate, and just enough to cause financial grief. Give Hila-
ry or myself a call if you would like to discuss what best fits your needs.
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UNEMPLOYED WHEN TIMES ARE TOUGH

Q. My employer is letting me go. | have been there several years and feel that | have done a
great job. This has taken me by surprise, and | do not feel he has given me a fair chance. He has
offered me severance pay for a few months and basically says take it or leave it. Can the compa-
ny do this to me?

- ABATE member.

A. If you do not have an employment contract or union protection, you are basically screwed.
Ohio, Indiana and lllinois are right to work states, meaning that if your employer comes in one day
and does not like the color of your shoes, he can fire you. The law will protect you from the various
types of discrimination that are prohibited i.e., race, sex, age, religion, etc., and | understand that
you have no complaints in those areas. Accordingly, your employer's offer to give you severance
pay for a few months is a gift horse. Take the money and run. Do not forget to investigate your
rights regarding your health insurance.

MOTORCYCLE VS. TRACTOR - WHO WINS?

Q: My friend and | were involved in a crash. We were slightly injured, but I'm not sure we want to
hire a lawyer at this point. What can | do to protect myself while | decide what we need to do?

A: There are a number of things you should, or should not do.

*Don't give arecorded statement to the adverse insurance company.

* Report the crash to your insurance company - a requirement of your policy.

* Obtain a copy of the police report. It names witnesses and gives the officer’s version of what the
witnesses say.

* Get contact information of those witnhesses.

* Take photos of the accident scene (skid marks, sight obstructions, “No Passing” signs or stripes,
traffic signs, etc.). Note posted speed limits.

* Take photos of property damage — both parties.

* Take photos of personal injuries.

* Keep ajournal (some use a calendar) of medical care: prescriptions, therapy, X-rays, doctor vis-
ifs.

* Include physical symptoms in your journal.

* Keep tfrack of missed work and social opportunities.

*1f you are not at fault and received a fraffic citation, fight it. Hire a lawyer if you must.

*If the other party or their insurer refuses to pay your damages, consider hiring a lawyer to prose-
cute your claim.

Call us at ABATE Legal Services if you have any questions.
Ride Safe.
Rod Taylor

ABATE Legal Services

www.abatelegal.com

All questions from ABATE members are answered confidentially unless otherwise authorized and then only after the
matter is concluded, except when authorization for publication anonymously or otherwise is given for pending matters.
Call us at 1-(800)-25-RIDER. Questions? Submit them to: RodTaylor@abatelegal.com. © 2024.




Im( Twice! Save a Life!

SANCTIONED

MAY 17, 2025

4w CASH PRIZES START/FINISH MUSIC BY:
- : PARTY IN A BOX
VAUGHAN'’S PUB & GRILL DJ SERVICES
HIGH/L 10983 SR 212 STARTS 4:30 PM

BOLIVAR, OH 44612

REGISTRATION BE S AT 11:00 AM / LAST BIKE OUT 12:00 PM
LAST BIKE IN 5:30 PM/ $15.00 SINGLE/ $25.00 COUPLE

PUBLIC WELCOME!

DINNER IS INCLUDED AFTER THE RIDE!
e COVERED DISHES ARE WELCOMED & APPRECIATED
B

_ o * el I
PRE-SA KETS FOR ABATE MEMBERS OF ANY STATI

' ¥ 22 youn counryimATOR OR AL Eiier sc7 WD
JOIN ABATE DAY OF THE RUN AND RIDE FOR FREE

CTS: Mike 330-280-3932 Hillbilly Jim 330-407-82

ABATE of Ohio Inc. is a 501(C) 4 "Not for Profit” Organization
All Donaticas are NOT TAX Deductible y
ABATE of Ohio Inc. Events are subject to a 30% Administration Fee ) .
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VFW Post 5645 Presents:

D‘\%’ Annual THTRUH

To benefit Toys for Tots and Children’s
Christmas Charities m NW Ohio

Toy Run 20

Starting at:
Remeke Ford Lincoln

12000 C. R. 99
September 20, 2025
A 1063THEFOX.COM
Noon Ride Out Rain or Shine
Sign In 10:00 We Will Ride

$10 Donation or $5 and a toy
Info: Ed 419-937-4341

ﬁ y/ﬁ Pete 419-722-9941

Livg,
= {:] E
i Rﬂd.' ang E;‘;’f-
arty at.
ker Run then @ P
E!z?nglﬂy Eagles Club #2118
4023 C 22[;534{:'
Findlay, OH
Proceeds to benefit :Toys for Tots, Christmas S

charities and A.B.A.T.E. of Ohio Inc.

A.B.A.T.E of Ohio, Inc. 1s a 501(c)4 “not for profit =

Organization. All funds are not tax deductible - AT
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STATE

OHIOABKTE NENBERS

1)... To initiate , endorse and sponsor ed-
ucational programs such as rider safety,
public awareness, legislative and affirma-
tive action and, individual freedoms and

rights.

2)... To create and promote a positive

public image of motorcyclists and motor- MEMBERS PLEASE SUBMIT
cycle groups and to dispel and disprove Articles..Pictures..District Information
media hype, unfounded propaganda Pictures.. Run / Party / Shows
and the “Hollywood” image. This is YOUR publication.

3)... To encourage goodwill and mutual
understanding among motorcyclists, law enjoyingtheride1@aol.com
enforcement personnel and the general
public.

To serve as an information source on
matters pertaining to current laws, pend-
ing legislation, personal rights, political in-
clinations of elected officials and their
constituents, and voter awareness.

To act as a central responsive agen-
cy to devise and coordinate recreation-
al, legislative, educational, and charita-
ble activities

»‘ﬂ, y f -\‘ -

y | ~ ,
- J

.@y (% GALLON, TAKACS

& BOISSONEAULT

1 N JRY LAWYERS

SIDDORT YOI AOTORCICE s ORGAIEATONS Contact us.
We can help.

MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS
SERIOUS INJURIES | WRONGFUL DEATH

Proud Sponor of Abate of Ohio
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ABATE of OHIO
P.O. BOX 313.......Weston, OH 43569

Name: County:

Phone:

Add: (Name for Couple membership)

Address: Phone:

City: State: Zip:

Registered OHIO Voter? YES NO ENDORSED MOTORCYCLIST
Is This A New Membership? YES NO

Date of Birth ___ / Motorcycle Ohio or Safety Course? YES

AMIBAN IE

Annual Membership Fee

NEW MEMBERSHIP Individual Couple 1 YEAR

RENEWAL Change of Address Member #
|:| SINGLE $20.00 COUPLE $40.00 & FREE RAFFLE BIKE TICKET

CHECK or MONEY ORDER (NO CASH)
Payable to: ABATE of OHIO

MAIL TO
ABATE of OHIO State Office
P.0. BOX 313
Weston, OH 43569

‘ p ‘ - -
/ . ! / .
)B/ :
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The MRF’s primary goals include:

*  Monitoring and influencing federal legislation for any
impact on the motorcycling community at large

*  Representing street motorcyclists by participating in
federal research and advisory committees

*  Protecting street motorcyclists from unfair or bur-
den some federal agency restrictions and regulations

*  Ending discrimination against street motorcyclists

*  Providing all street motorcyclists with direction and
information to protect their motorcycling rights

*  Promoting motorcycling safety, training, education,
licensing and public awareness on American roads

WHO WE ARE

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation is the Nation’s
premiere motorcyclists’ rights organization that
is chiefly concerned with issues at the national
and international levels that impact the freedom
and safety of American street motorcyclists. VWe
are also committed to educating rights advocates
to improve effectiveness at the state and local
levels. The MRF works together with street
motorcyclists, State Motorcyclists’ Rights Orga-
nizations (SMROs), the motorcycle industry, the
media and other organizations, assisting them
with state and local agendas as well as work-
ing with them to influence action and policy in
Washington, DC - from the Congress to govern-
ment departments and agencies to the Office of
the President of the United States.VVe also work
with allies in Canada, Europe and Asia to influ-
ence talks on vehicle globalizationand harmo-
nization that are proceeding under the United
Nations and the World Health Organization.

D))

FREEDOMS FEDERALLY

DEPEND ONIT!
MAF ORG

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation
P. 0. Box 9090
Peorla, IL. 61612
202-546-0983
Ride with the

Mail to: Motorcycle Riders Foundation — PO Box 9090 — Peoria, IL 61612 - Phone: 202.546.0983 — www.med.org — mrfoffice@mif.org

< Annual Individual Membership $35

J Auto-Renewal Annual Individual Membership S35

< Annual Joint Membership S50

J Auto-Renewal Joint Membershe $60

< Annual Sustaining Membership $100

J Annual Independent Motorcycle Aftermarket

J 3-Year Individual Membership $65
J 3-Year Joirt Membership $140 wum

< Sustaining Membership Club $100

< Auto-Renewal Sustaining Indeadual $100

e, | - P
< Freedom Fighver Donason JS100825 0S8 " - __: 5
| —— Ny ’
- \
oA . N

Date _

Name

Business Name

Address

City. State, Zip

Card Number

Expiration Date - Cvw_
Phone

Email

< Please check if you are a US Citizen

J Check here to NOT recaive patches and pins

- Check here to NOT receive MRF Email alerts

J Check here to receive MRF Reports electromscally (emad)

- New
J Renewal Referred by
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